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Numerals indicate the exercise pages on which these skills appear.

Vocabulary Skills
Abbreviations 37, 51, 73, 135, 147

Affixes 3, 5,7, 9, 11, 15, 19, 27, 29, 38, 35, 49, 55,
99, 109, 115, 123, 129, 145, 149

Antonyms 5, 9, 13, 27, 45, 55, 63, 93, 95, 101, 119,
125, 131, 143

Classification 11, 21, 35, 41, 53, 71, 85, 97, 103, 125,
133

Complex Word Families 77, 87, 117, 131, 149

Compound Words 17, 23, 31, 45, 51, 79, 83, 93, 97,
107, 113, 131, 141, 151

Homographs/Multiple Meaning 7, 25, 33, 43, 59, 67,
75, 89, 103, 113, 127, 151

Homophones 17, 23, 31, 37, 47, 57, 61, 69, 83, 85,
99, 105, 109, 121, 139, 141

Idiomatic and Figurative Language 59, 69, 71, 83, 91,
105, 119, 125, 133

Multisyllabic Words 79, 85, 91, 95, 125, 147

Possessives 13, 21, 25, 39, 41, 47, 57, 65, 71, 77, 81,
95, 101, 111, 121, 127, 133, 139, 143, 147

Sight Vocabulary all activity pages

Synonyms 3, 5, 15, 27, 29, 49, 65, 81, 87, 101, 107,
111, 119, 123

Word Meaning from Context all activity pages

Reading Skills

Author’s Purpose 5, 19, 27, 31, 37, 45, 53, 65, 67, 75,
83, 89, 99, 108, 121, 127, 139

Cause and Effect 11, 17, 19, 21, 23, 29, 31, 33, 35,
39, 41, 43, 47, 49, 51, 53, 55, 57, 59, 63, 65, 67, 71,
73,75, 77, 79, 81, 85, 87, 93, 95, 97, 99, 101, 103,
105, 107, 113, 115, 117, 119, 123, 125, 127, 129,
137, 141, 143, 145, 147, 149

Character Analysis 23, 35, 45, 69, 71, 99, 119, 125,
135, 139

Compare and Contrast 7, 15, 27, 39, 59, 73, 91, 95,
101, 109, 127, 129, 133, 135, 137, 143, 149, 151
Context Clues 5, 9, 15, 17, 29, 37, 43, 51, 59, 65, 69,
75,77, 87, 93, 109, 111, 125, 127

Drawing Conclusions 11, 27, 29, 33, 37, 45, 47, 49,
51, 53, 55, 59, 61, 65, 71, 75, 77, 79, 83, 85, 87, 91,
99, 101, 103, 105, 107, 109, 119, 121, 123, 125, 127,
129, 131, 135, 137, 139, 147
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Fact and Opinion 13, 23, 35, 63, 79, 91, 105, 113,
129, 137, 149

Facts and Details all activity pages
Fantasy and Reality 119, 121, 131

Main Idea 9, 13, 15, 25, 33, 47, 67, 81, 85, 95, 107,
111, 131, 151

Predicting Outcomes 17, 23, 29, 37, 39, 45, 51, 57,
59, 61, 65, 73, 83, 87, 91, 101, 105, 107, 109, 113,
117,121, 129, 139

Prior Knowledge 125, 127, 131, 147

Recognizes Story’s Problem 83, 109, 113, 121, 125,
131, 147

Recognizes Features of Familiar Genres 79, 89, 131,
135, 141, 143, 147

Sequence 11, 19, 21, 29, 31, 41, 43, 57, 61, 63, 69,
77,81, 89, 111, 113, 117, 121, 128, 131, 141, 147

Shows Comprehension by Identifying Answers in Text
all activity pages

Summarizing 21, 27, 45, 49, 63, 71, 87, 93, 101, 115,
123, 135

Understand and Identify Simple Literary Terms 83,
119, 133, 151

Study Skills
Alphabetical Order 3, 17, 35, 87, 129

Charts, Graphs, and Maps 31, 47, 53, 73, 75, 117,
135

Dictionary Use 3, 17, 55, 87, 123, 129, 133, 145
Following Directions all activity pages

Life-Skills Materials 39, 143

Outlines 9

Parts of a Book 19, 25, 89, 103

Reference Materials 97, 111
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A Mancala Morning

Have you ever played a game from another
country?

1 On Saturday morning, Madison and her
friends Drew and Kiona were planning to go for
a bike ride. They were waiting for Malaika, the
high school exchange student from Africa who
was staying with Madison’s family.

2 Madison, Drew, and Kiona had a snack
while they waited for Malaika to come home
from the library. Madison was just pouring some
popcorn into a big bowl when she heard a
rumble of thunder.

3 “Uh-oh,” said Drew, looking out the kitchen
window. The sky was turning darker, and the
wind blew dry leaves across the backyard. “It
looks like today might not be the best day for a
bike ride.”

4 Suddenly, the front door slammed. Malaika
came inside and put down her backpack. Her
hair was ruffled from the wind. Tiny drops of
rain dotted her glasses.

5 “Hi, Malaika!” called Madison. “What’s it
like outside?”

6 “It looks like a big storm is rolling in,” said
Malaika, wiping her glasses on the corner of
her shirt.

7 Madison sighed. “Now we have nothing to
do this afternoon,” she said. “I really wanted to
go for a bike ride. It’s going to start getting cold
out soon. This might have been the last weekend
to ride until spring!”

8  Malaika laughed. “My brothers, sisters, and
I never had bikes,” she said, “but we still had
plenty of things to keep us occupied on rainy
days. Have you ever played the African game
called Mancala?”

9 “I’ve never heard of it,” said Madison,
shaking her head.

10 “ haven’t either,” added Kiona.
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11 “T played that at camp last year,” said Drew.
“It was one of the games in our game room. But
how can we play without a board?”

12 “T know just the thing,” said Malaika. “All
we need is an egg carton, some dried beans, and
some markers.”

13 Madison and Drew gathered the materials.
Then, Malaika and Kiona put red dots on 24
beans and green dots on the other 24 beans.

14 “Now what?” asked Kiona.

15 “Well, we need to have two teams. Since
Drew and I have both played before, we’ll be
on different teams. What should we name
the teams?”

16 “Let’s see,” said Kiona. “Drew and I will be
the Mancala All-Stars.” She grinned. “As long as
you can be all-stars without having won
anything yet.”

17 “Malaika and I will be the 5Ms,” said
Madison. “That stands for Madison and Malaika
the Marvelous Mancala Masters!”

18 “Are you ready to learn the rules and play
the first game?” asked Malaika.

19 “Sure,” said Kiona. “I can’t wait to earn
our name.”

20 “Not if we can help it!”” shouted Madison
and Malaika together.







